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Sir: 

In accordance with MPEP 711.03(c) II, Applicants respectfully petition for 
withdrawal the holding abandonment based on the fact that the Applicants have not 
received any communication from the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) subsequent to the Decision on Appeal mailed January 13, 2004. It is the 
understanding of the undersigned from a communication with Examiner Awad that 
the Notice of Allowance was sent more than three months ago on March 12, 2004. 
The Examiner indicated that the Notice of Allowance had been returned to the 
USPTO. 

The Office communication, i.e., the Notice of Allowance, was not received by 
the undersigned. A search of the file jacket and docket records indicates that the 
Office communication was not received as evident from the attached copy of the 
docket record for this application. If the Office communication had been received, an 
Issue Fee due date would have been entered on this record. It should be noted that 
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the docket record indicates "SC-Not Allow Rcvd," meaning that a Status Check was 
to be filed on September 13, 2004, inquiring as to why the Notice of Allowance had 
not yet been received by the Office of the undersigned. Had a Notice of Allowance 
been received, a different action item would have been posted, i.e., payment of the 
Issue Fee would have been indicated as an action item. 

In light of the forgoing, Applicants respectfully request reissuance of the 
Notice of Allowance, together with all its attachments, and resetting of the response 
period. 

It does not appear that any fee is required by filing of this Petition. However, 
should the Office deem otherwise, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any appropriate fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16, 1.17, 120(d) and 1.21 that may be 
required by this paper, and to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 
02-4800. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Attachments: Copy of Docketing Report for 

Burns Doane Ref. No. 018775-718 (08/988,537) 
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